
California State Mining and 
Mineral Museum 

%10 test points (20 !) 
(Due any time throughout the year) 

 
In order to get your extra credit, you must complete the following 
questions and tasks. 
 
Questions

1. What is the California State Mineral?  
 

a. How big is the museum’s specimen and how much is it worth? 
 
2. What is the California State Gemstone? 
 

a. Where can one collect a specimen? 
 

3. What is the California State Rock? 
 

4. What’s the difference between a mineral and a rock? 
 
 

5.  There is a working model in the museum of an old machine that was used to crush 
gold-bearing ore.  Ask the park ranger to turn it on for you.  What was the machine 
called and how did it work?  

 
 
 

6. What process did miners and companies use to get the gold out of the crushed quartz 
ore? 

 
 
 

7. Take a tour through the mineshaft.  List four techniques or tools used by miners. 
 
 
 

8. Please name your favorite minerals from the day. 
 
 
TASKS 

1.  Take your picture with the gold specimen in the safe and attach picture 
to this page. 

 
2. Stop at the “Happy Burger” in town and order something good from the 

“Sierra’s Largest Menu” .  Tell me what you ordered and if was good.  
 


