
Chemistry in the Community Course Overview 
 
What in the Heck Will we Learn in Chemistry? 

 

This is not your parents’ chemistry class.  No boring old guys sitting behind a desk and instructing you to read 
chapters one through ten.  No old guys telling you not to ask questions about the inner workings of an 
atom.  In fact you won’t even dread going to chemistry like I did when I was in high school.  This chemisty 
class is something quite different and unique.  This chemistry class will help you understand the nitty-gritty 
basics of chemistry without boring you to death.  How?  Chemistry in the Community is designed to help 
you gather an understanding and appreciation for the study of substances that make up where you live, 
what you eat and most importantly, yourself.   Not to mention the future societal ramifications of emerging 
technology based on chemical applications.  Where will we be in 50 years if problems caused by air pollution 
aren’t fixed?  What happens when gas becomes more than $5.00 per gallon? We will answer these and 
many more chemistry questions in this class.  
   As a visual and hands-on learner myself, lectures will be animated, demonstrations will be frequent and 
relevant real-world examples will be commonplace.  More importantly, fun, excitement and intriguing 
discussions will be the order of the day!  Plus I’ll give you directions each week to a place of scientific or visual 
interest.   

What better way is there to learn stuff that will help you out in the near future? 
 
What will the class do for me? 
A passing grade in this class will give you a great base of scientific knowledge for any of your future career 
aspirations.  Even if you only want to scald French-fries for a living, you’ll at least be able to tell your boss how 
a rapid exchange of thermo-emitting lipids creates the great golden crunch we all love.   More importantly, 
the knowledge you learn in this class will really impress your friends.  I promise.     
 
What do YOU need to do to easily pass this class?

1. Show up to class every day.  The important information will be delivered during class.   
2. You should be ready to work every day when you come into the classroom.  This means you should 

have your book, notepaper, and a pencil or pen to write with.   
3. Don’t waste your time!  If you’re asked to get something done in a timely manner, it’s because we 

have something better to move on to! 
4. If you miss class for any reason, you are responsible for following the missed class procedures such as 

copying the calendar and getting any missed handouts from the handouts box.  I will only remind 
you once – this is your job. 

5. Study consistently throughout the year.  My spontaneous reading quizzes and brief homework 
assignments convince you to stay up on your work 

6. Don’t be shy… attempt to answer all questions on assignments.  Science is a process of learning by 
making mistakes… just ask James Wright.  

7. Keep your notebook up-to-date with names, dates, and table of contents. 
8. Maintain your study skills calendar. 
9. Do your own work – cheating is an automatic zero, and you probably would have done better if 

you had just tried on your own. 
 
What does Mr. Hollister do to help you pass this class? 

1. My job is to be your science coach.  I’ll give you lots of opportunities to learn the material in a fun, 
non-boring fashion. 

2. I am the scorekeeper.  I do not give you your grade – you earn it!  Every assignment is an opportunity 
to learn or demonstrate what you have learned.  Assignments are worth points that you earn based 
on completion and understanding.  I only record the points that you earn and that is where your 
grade comes from.  You can always check your grade at www.mrhollister.com  

3. I will always explain any class material that you do not understand.  If you could understand 
everything the first time what would you need me for? 

http://www.mrhollister.com/


Supplementary Regulations for Mr. Hollister’s Science 
classes 

1. Be on time. 
2. Do YOUR best. 
3. Every student will show respect for every other person in the class.  Treat others as you would like them to treat 

you.  Please, no Put-downs of any type. Please keep all body parts and other objects to yourself (Ex: do not 
touch, Stab, throw, spit on, or maim). 

4. Have a good time, in a responsible way.  Your level of responsibility will determine how much fun we can 
have.  Believe it or not, it takes a responsible person to turn a gummy bear into rocket fuel.  

5. I will always be available to help you during and after class (mornings are shot for me since I commute). Please 
do not be shy about coming in and asking for help.  I want you to succeed so that you can impress your friends 
(and maybe even your folks) with your amazing knowledge.  

6. Listen carefully the first time.  I have a beautiful signing voice and don’t want to wear it out by constantly 
repeating answers to simple questions that have already been asked.  Plus, the less I talk, the more activity time 
we get.  

7. Always walk carefully in my room.  No Running. Skipping, somersaulting, cartwheeling or hopping.  (Not that 
you have any room to do so!)  If you want to run, see me in February to sign up for the Track team.  

8. Never turn gas levers unless instructed to do so.  You might blow yourself up, and I hate a mess.  
9. For safety purposes, shoes MUST be worn on lab days when we are experimenting.  No Flip-flops, sandals, 

heels, or anything else.  I Have 10 toes already, and prefer not add any of yours to my collection.   
10. Respect class property.   

• Keep the sinks clean.  They’re not  a trash can 
• Floors must be picked-up before you are excused 

11. Eating is not allowed in class.   Science labs often contain chemicals and bacteria and these can make you sick 
if you eat them.  You are expected to eat on your break or during lunch. 

12. Use the restroom in between your classes.  Absolutely no bathroom visits will be allowed for 30 minutes after 
class starts.  You are expected to sign out and back in when you leave the class.  

13. Clean up after yourself.  My uncle is a maintenance supervisor at this school, and he WILL find you if you make 
a mess.  You don’t want to get on his bad side.   

 
GRADING  
Grades are based on several different criteria that have the following weights: 

Tests = 50% 
Quizzes = 20% 

Class/homework/proj. = 20% 
Participation = 10%  

90 - 100% = A 
80 - 89.99%= b 
70 – 79.99% = C 
60-69.99%  = D 

No one in this class should even 
get lower than a D! 

 
Class materials required 
 1 notebook, paper, pencils, pens, and a cheap scientific calculator.   
 
STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
I _______________________________ have read and understand the above material and realize that I am 
responsible for meeting the expectations and class requirements as stated above. 
Signed: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 
PARENT / GUARDIAN  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
I _______________________________ have read and understand the above material and realize that my child 
will be responsible for meeting the expectations and class requirements as stated above. 
Signed: ________________________________ Date: ______________________ 


	Class materials required 

